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Are all open-access journals/publishers
deceptive and predatory?













Misleading and questionable metrics

They mislead with influencing factors that have very similar names to
recognized metrics (JCR, SNIP), e.g.:

- Global Impact Factor,

- Journal Impact Factor (JIF),

- SCI JOURNAL,

- SJIF, …



Fake Conferences

▪ Content is irrelevant (e.g. Flying pigs)
▪ No peer-review
▪ Poorly organised
▪ Use of names of recognized conferences
▪ The same organizer offers conferences from

various professional fields …
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Deceptive publishing practices

▪ Unrealistic timeline for publication

▪ Lack of transparency regarding the publishing fees

▪ Publication of any content they receive

▪ Hijacking of legitimate journals

▪ The use of fake metrics or false claims of legitimate metrics

▪ False claims of the membership of their editorial board



Deceptive publishing practices

▪ Lack of transparency or false claims regarding the peer review
process

▪ Invitation emails to submit, that often contain grammatical errors

▪ The name of the journal does not match the content of the journal

▪ The name of the journal is not consistent with the geographical
origin (e.g. Canadian scientific journal from Switzerland)

▪ Contact email address is non-journal/publisher affiliated (e.g.,
@gmail.com)

▪ Unprofessional-looking websites (often contain dead links) …



Types of predatory publishers

Phisher

Lures you in with promises then charges large fees after 
your paper has been "accepted.„

Impostor/Hijacker

Poses as a well-established journal or as a publication 
associated with a well-known brand or society.

Source: Megan O‘Donnell, https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/predatory/id
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Types of predatory publishers

Trojan horse

Has a legitimate-looking website, often with impressive lists 
of publications, but upon closer inspection, nothing is what it 
seems. The journals are empty shells or worse, populated by 
stolen or plagiarized articles.

Unicorn

Too good to be true! These publishers may in fact be 
legitimate businesses which are not providing good products 
or customer support/service. 
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Questions

Do professional colleagues already know this journal, publisher, or
conference?

Is the scope of the journal well-defined and clearly stated?

Have you read any of the articles in this journal?

Are the articles actually indexed in the databases they claim?

Are the reviewers recognized as experts?



Questions

Is the publisher a member of an important professional 
association?

Is it affiliated with the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)?

Is the journal on the list of DOAJ journals?

Is the journal open access and is the publisher a member of the Open Access 
Scholarly Publishers Association - OASPA?

http://publicationethics.org/members
https://doaj.org/
http://oaspa.org/


https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/


https://doaj.org/
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https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ak985WGOgGbJRJbZFanoktAN_UFeExpE/edit


Open access publishing –
APC discounts and vouchers 

Check the conditions of each publisher at your library website or
contact your librarian to find out more about accessing
discounts.


