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DEFINITION

The public research infrastructure (hereinafter referred to as PRI) comprises

 the core PRI (facilities, equipment, databases) and

 PRI for the creation and transfer of knowledge (researchers, professional services).

Quality and modern core PRI is a prerequisite for successful public research work
and is key to achieving excellence in research and wider social development.

Core PRI can be physical or virtual.

PRI is managed by public institutions (universities or public institutes).

PRI is placed in individual entities representing the organisational units of public
institutions equipped with PRI (e.g. member, centre, institute, laboratory or other
unit).



USERS

PRI shall be openly available, in whole or in part, to researchers, research groups or
research organisations (users) in the framework of publicly funded research
activities.

Users participate in the design or creation of new knowledge, products, processes,
methods and systems using PRI in the framework of their research work.

The user must demonstrate adequate skills necessary for safe and efficient use of
PRI. An entity can provide the user with a service to perform work on PRI or offer
training for external users.

Users must observe relevant principles, strategies, directives and other regulatory
documents of the PRI entities.



OPEN ACCESS

User open access means a legitimate and mandated way of using PRI and services,
which may be physical, remote or virtual.

Possible forms of open access:

 Excellence-driven Access,

 Market-driven Access and

 Wide Access.

All forms of access shall be granted after an assessment of the relevant application.

Entities within public institutions are responsible for determining the scope of
their own PRI available to users under clear, transparent and fair conditions.



Entities provide users with a certain amount of PRI access, which is measured by
access units defined by individual entities. Access units may vary depending on
different types of RI and can be accurately identifiable, such as PRI usage hours,
number of cycles, gigabytes created and stored etc.

Procedures to gain open access to PRI may vary according to different types of PRI
within individual entities (e.g. application, negotiation, evaluation, etc.), but
decisions on the request for access to users must be clear and justified.

OPEN ACCESS



COSTS AND FEES

Open access to PRI may be free of charge or payable, depending on type of access
and available public funding to operate the PRI. All access conditions relating to the
use of PRI must be transparent and publicly available.

Access fees for different types of PRI must follow the following principles:

 accountability;

 traceability of the work carried out on the RI, including the record of access
applications (successful and unsuccessful), the reasons for refusal of access
(where applicable), usage data, etc.;

 double funding prohibition;

 compliance with all relevant national and EU funding conditions, and
competition law.



EDUCATION

Education, training and cooperation with other institutions and organisations that
benefit from PRI for its research is encouraged in the context of open access.



LIMITS

Open access to PRI may be restricted by reasons of:

 national security and defence,

 privacy and confidentiality,

 business sensitivity,

 intellectual property rights and

 ethical aspects in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations.



ETHICAL CONDUCT

The open access policy to PRI follows the eight principles of the European Code of
Conduct for Research Integrity of the European Scientific Foundation (ESF) and the
Union of European Academies (ALLEA):

honesty in communication, openness and accessibility,

reliability in the conduct of research, duty of care,

objectivity, fairness in citing references and merit,

impartiality and independence, accountability to future
scientists and researchers.



QUALITY

To ensuring the quality of open access to PRI, it is necessary to establish
mechanisms to assess the quality of RI access within individual entities by applying
the RACER (Relevant, Accepted, Credible, Easy, Robust) principles:

 relevance and close relationship with the pursued objectives;

 acceptance by RI and stakeholders;

 credibility for non-experts;

 unambiguity and simple explanation;

 ease of monitoring, with low cost and little effort, and

 stability in cases of manipulation attempts.



The implemented RACER mechanisms should include the following parameters:

• user metrics;

• RI operational metrics;

• strategic indicators;

• financial metrics.

QUALITY



DATA MANAGEMENT

The data management policy shall contain clear instructions on how and where
the resulting data are stored for a reasonable period of time and how the user
should provide this data for re-use. The instructions may vary depending on the
type of RI within each entity.

The data must follow the principles of FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable,
Reusable), i.e. the data must be easy to find, accesible, usable by different systems
and suitably organised for re-use.



TRANSPARENCY

A single open access information point is essential for the uniform and
transparent public provision of all information on access to public research
infrastructure.

The information point at the University of Maribor is the Department of Research
and Artistic Arts (ORUD UM) at the Rectorate of the University of Maribor.

The University of Maribor is developing a dedicated, publicly available online
platform BRiUM for the full implementation of the Open Access Policy to RiUM,
offering full overview of existing RiUM, and sharing the RiUM with researchers,
research groups and research organisations in Slovenia and EU.



BRiUM

BRiUM - publicly available online platform for full implementation of the Open Access
Policy to RiUM, offering full overview of existing RiUM, and mechanisms for sharing the
RiUM with researchers, research groups and research organisations in Slovenia and
worldwide.

BRiUM offers different functionalities, such as:

 comprehensive overview of the available RiUM;
 easier to find and locate RiUM;
 comparison of the technical characteristics of research equipment;
 providing basic information on access, usability and other RiUM conditions;
 creating a user account for the purpose of booking RiUM;
 ability to contact RiUM administrators to get more information.

Contact: bri@um.si
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